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Inaugural project of the new "InGalleria" exhibition space at Punta Conterie is “Lino Tagliapietra. 
Glasswork” from 8 September to 31 December 2019.  The Maestro’s first solo exhibition in his homeland. 
Installations and previously unseen works see the return of the extraordinary artistic vision and creative 
capacity of the most important glass artist known throughout the world. Blown glass shapes by the Maestro 
draw, in a chromatic crescendo, a sinuous path through the magic of glass and the extraordinary spaces of the 
new Murano hub. 


	 Considered one of the greatest interpreters of glass art in the world, Lino Tagliapietra exhibits in Murano for the 
first time a selection of works - partly from his historic archive, partly made expressly for this exhibition - in a journey 
that has been planned to retrace some of the Maestro’s artistic history. 


	 Curated by Alessandro Vecchiato as the inaugural project of the new exhibition space InGalleria at Punta 
Conterie, Lino Tagliapietra. Glasswork promises to be a unique exhibition of its kind in which the blown glass shapes 
from the Maestro explode as true works of art, in a chromatic kaleidoscope that seem to defy the force of gravity. 
Experience, technique, investigation, experimentation, all become the ABC of Lino Tagliapietra’s creative vocabulary, a 
tribute to the history of Murano and at the same time evidence of the expressive freedom gained in over forty years of 
work. 


  



	 

	 Composed of 65 collected works in 9 installations grouped according to a chromatic scale extended from the 
most delicate neutral colours to the intensity of primary shades, the exhibition opens with the installation Wings of 
Glass, in which engraved glass seagulls will accompany the visitor in a journey from the ground floor to the upper floor 
towards the exhibition areas of InGalleria. 


	 Many and varied works are on display at Glasswork,  from Avventura - 50 small and unique shapes made 
with avventurina, a process of  mixing translucent crystalline dough with brilliant copper crystals invented in Murano in 
the first half of the seventeenth century — to the iconic Dinosauri, recognised by their twisted necks that stretch 
gracefully upwards, from the Masai totems in the shape of leaves to Concerto di Primavera, notable for the use of a 
grinding process with outstanding use of transparency, highlighting shape and colour. 


	 In the centre of the main entrance hall there is an impactful installation of Fuji works in bright colours.


	 Colour is also the theme which unites the extraordinary Venice Panel, hanging in apparent weightlessness, 
and the installation Endeavor in which 7 suspended gondolas of different colours and shapes invite you to take in the 
view of the San Donato canal in Murano. A dialogue of osmosis between inside and outside, between natural nuances 
and those of glass, between the colours of the lagoon and those that Lino Tagliapietra has made his own in a life-long 
career. 


	 The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue edited by Alessandro Vecchiato with Designwork graphics. 


  



	 


	 


	 Lino Tagliapietra  
Biography


	 

	 Lino Tagliapietra was born in Murano on 10 August 1934 and began working in a glass furnace at the age of 11 
as a "garzonetto" or boy assistant at the Archimede Seguso glassworks where he remained until 1955, when he 
followed his brother Silvano to the Galliano Ferro glass factory. In this workshop he worked his way up through all the 
stages of skill in glass typical of the Murano furnaces until in 1956 he became assistant master and then in 1957 first 
master. For just over a year, from 1966 to 1968, he worked at the Venini glassworks. At the end of 1968 he was hired by 
the newly founded "La Murrina" company where, for the first time, he not only made but also created some of the 
company’s most typical designs. A lamp of his design and execution produced by La Murrina, "Il Formichiere", was 
awarded the Grand Prix at the 1972 Barcelona Fair. In 1975, together with his brother Silvano and others, he was 
among the promoters and participants in the first course for artists at the International Glass School. Courses also took 
place in 1978 and 1981. 


	 In 1977 he began his collaboration with "Effetre International", with the newly-created position of glass master 
and technical-artistic director. In 1979, at the invitation of Benjamin Moore, he went to the United States for the first 
time to teach a course at the Pilchuck Glass School in Stanwood. At the International Glass School course of 1981 he 
met the Dutch artist A.D. Copier with whom he maintained a long and fruitful partnership for many years, from which a 
deep friendship also developed. In the summer of 1987 he was invited for the first time to the Haystack Mountain 
School of Craft, Maine. In 1988 his first major personal exhibition was organised at the Boymans Museum, Van 
Beuningen in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. In the same year he began to collaborate with the artist Dale Chihuly in the 
realisation of the Venetians series and in 1989 he worked together with the artist Dan Dailey. 


	 In 1989 he became an independent artist, opening his own studio in Murano. In 1990 he participated in the 
world glass exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in Hokkaido Sapporo Japan. In 1994 the first monograph on his 
work was published: Lino Tagliapietra: vetri, glass, verres, glas edited by Giovanni Sarpellon. 


	 Between 1996 and 1998 he was invited to the “Aperto Vetro” exhibition at the Ducal Palace, Venice and at the 
Steuben glass works at Corning N.Y., in the same year he was awarded the Urban Glass Award 7brooklynN.Y.  2000 
saw the opening of the exhibition A. D. Copier & Lino Tagliapietra: inspiratie in glas, Inspiration in Glass at the 
Gemeentemuseum Den Haag, Netherlands where the works exhibited were the result of the collaboration and 
friendship between the two artists. 


	 During 2004 the artist received numerous awards including: Honorary Degree in Humane Letters at the Centre 
College of Danville, Kentucky; President's Distinguished Artist Award at the University of the Arts, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; Artist as Hero Award from the National Liberty Museum, also in Philadelphia, Artist Visionaries Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Museum of Arts and Design, in New York City. In 2006 he was honoured by the James 
Renwick Alliance at the Smithsonian American Art Museum Washington DC. with the Distinguished Educator Award. In 
2008, the Museum of Glass in Tacoma Washington opened the first retrospective solo exhibition: Lino Tagliapietra in 
Retrospect: A Modern Renaissance in Glass, curated by Susanne Frantz. 


  



	 


	 The travelling exhibition, between 2008 and 2010, was presented at: Smithsonian American Art Museum’s 
Renwick Gallery, Washington D.C. Chrysler Museum of Art, Norfolk, Virginia Palm Springs Museum, Palm Springs, 
California Flint Institute of Arts, Flint Minnesota. From 2009 to the present he has received many coveted awards for his 
work and career such as: “IIC Lifetime Achievement Award” Italian Institute of Culture, Los Angeles, Master Teacher/
Master Artist, Hite Art Institute, University of Louisville, Kentuckyy USA (2010), Honorary “Doctor Of Fine Arts” Ohio 
State University” (2011), Phoenix Award (2012), Visionary Award, Art Palm Beach, Florida Usa (2013), Art Alliance for 
Contemporary Glass Honors Award USA (2013), Career Award from the Veneto Institute of Sciences, Letters and Arts, 
Venice (2014), Best Glass Work Award Masterpiece Exhibition London (2015), Loewe craft prize finalist (2017). In 2018 
he was co-president of the Murano Glass Conference. 2019 marks his 40th anniversary at the Pilchuck Glass School. 


The exhibition space: InGalleria 
The exhibition space that unites the world of glass 

with that of design and visual arts. 
	  
	 Stretching over a dynamic 200 square metre space designed to accommodate projects related to 
the art of glass, the visual arts and site-specific installations. The representative architectural elements are 
typical of the Murano tradition, restructured and placed in the industrial context of the "ex-Conterie". The 
ceiling with original exposed beams and herringbone oak flooring are the setting for an environment 
enhanced by the relationship between the natural outdoor light of Murano and the lighting within. 
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