
“Glass and Design. The creative process in the historic Murano glass factories of the 
20th century” takes centre stage at The Venice Glass Week 2020 with “Once upon a time: 
the glass factories of the 20th century,” a meeting with some of the last remaining 
protagonists of a unique era for the history of glass and of Murano in the world.  

Thursday 10 September at 17.30, InGalleria / Punta Conterie Art Gallery. 

“Glass and Design. The creative process in the historic Murano glass factories of the 20th century” — the 
exhibition project curated by Caterina Toso and hosted until 31 December in the spaces of InGalleria / Punta Conterie 
Art Gallery — joins the programme of #TheHeartOfGlass, the fourth edition of The Venice Glass Week international 
festival scheduled from 5 to 13 September 2020 in Venice, Murano and Mestre.  

Curated by Caterina Toso, glass historian and inheritor of the Fratelli Toso Archive, Glass and Design retraces 
Murano decade by decade as it was in the previous century: a forging-ground of ideas, art and innovation but also an 
extraordinary and hardworking productive and commercial hub on an international scale.  

An epic period of great artistic and cultural ferment will be relived on Thursday 10 September at 5.30 pm in 
the halls of InGalleria through the "furnace" stories and curiosities from some of the last remaining protagonists of a 
unique era for the history of glass and of Murano in the world.  

“Once upon a time: the glass factories of the 20th century", is the title of the meeting, it will be coordinated by 
the curator with the inducement of entering the life of the furnaces of that time. What was the relationship between 
the designers and the glass-masters? At what age did they start work? How did you go from being a "boy assistant" to 
the next levels?? How did the collaborations with artists, designers and architects work? Looking at the works on 
display: is there still anyone able to work in this way today? In your opinion, what is lacking: the ideas of the designers, 
the hands of the glass-masters, or both? Design skills or manual skills?  

These are just some of the questions that will animate the evening, a real journey back into the history of the 
island and its works. A rare moment:  as rare as the public appearances of the protagonists of the meeting.  

On every side, the exhibition with its wonderful drawings, archive materials and over 50 examples of artistic 
glass made between the 1910s and 1980s by local glassworks, selected by the curator: Fratelli Toso, Barovier&Toso, 
SALIR, Venini, AVEM, Seguso Vetri d’Arte, Vetreria Aureliano Toso, Vistosi, Galliano Ferro.  

So, in the words of Caterina Toso: “Nine glass factories, for each we have chosen pieces that are somehow the 
most iconic works of their artistic creations over the decades – they are arranged in chronological order to better 
highlight the stylistic similarities due to their period of production (fashions and trends) but also to underline the 
productive diversity of the different glassworks, the style that made each of them in turn famous over the course of the 
previous century. To almost every work we have added the corresponding original design in order to better understand 
and better investigate the role of design in the creative process of the glass works. A relationship between the designer 
and the glass-master, a collaboration, not a one-way process: the design alone, the idea alone is not enough to create a 
work of art - the expert hands of the master are needed; his experience, his knowledge of the subject. A knowledge that 
must be deepened by the designer, by the artist himself who otherwise, without knowing the substance of glass and 
how to work it, cannot create a sketch which can be translated into a work of art. “ 

  



The works, all original glass creations, come from important Italian and foreign private collections, including 
the German collection of Lutz H. Holz and from the heirs of Vistosi. Many pieces were presented at the Venice 
Biennale, others are lesser - known works: a previously unseen design by Hans Stoltenberg Lerche originally 
executed by Fratelli Toso or the window glass designed by Vittorio Zecchin for the doors of the SALIR company. A trip 
back then, into the world of design from which emerge the names of some great twentieth- century glass designers, 
from Tomaso Buzzi to Fulvio Bianconi, from Ercole Barovier to Dino Martens. 

Drawings and works, in addition to the archival material on display, come from the glassworks of Fratelli Toso, 
Barovier&Toso, SALIR, A.Ve.M and Galliano Ferro, and from the Giorgio Cini Foundation and the Centro Studi Vetro 
(Centre for Glass Studies) with the designs of Venini, Seguso Vetri d’Arte and Aureliano Toso.  

“Glass and Design. The creative process in the historic Murano glass factories of the 20th century” is 
accompanied by a catalogue curated by Caterina Toso, graphic design by Designwork. Among its pages you can read 
the words of Marc Heiremans, one of the most important researchers into Murano glass and an expert on the 
Twentieth century.  

Punta Conterie Event Programme 
August — September 2020 

Till 31.12.20  “Glass and Design. The creative process in the historic Murano glass factories of the  
    20th century”  
28.08.20   Aperitif “Spritz&Jazz” 
04.08.20   Wine Tasting “The Italian Chardonnay” 
05-13.09.20  “Glass and design” — The Venice Glass Week 2020 
10.09.20   “Once upon a time: the glass factories of the 20th century” speech moderated by  
    Caterina Toso 
17.09.20   Event “Fioraio Green Boutique and InGalleria Shop present…” 
24.09.20    Themed Dinner “Color Taste” 

   
   

  



Punta Conterie  
Fondamenta Giustinian, 1  
30141 Murano, Venezia - Italia  
+39 041 5275174 
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Punta del Museo Immobiliare  

Curation services:  
Alessandro Vecchiato  
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        Opening Hours  

InGalleria Art Gallery 
Tuesday - Sunday:  
10.00am – 6.00pm 
  
InGalleria Shop  
Tuesday - Sunday:  
10.00am – 6.00pm 
  
Vetri Bistrot  
Tuesday - Sunday:  
from 12am to 2pm 
  
Vetri Restaurant  
Tuesday - Sunday:  
from 7pm to 10pm 

Vetri Café 
Tuesday - Sunday::  
from 10am to 7pm 

Fioraio Green Boutique 
Tuesday - Sunday:  
10.00am – 6.00pm 
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